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Labandeira’s find provided the first evidence of a relationship
between insects and plants in the Late Cretaceous, the waning

days of the dinosaurs and the dawn of flowering plants. _
"Before this, the only evidence we had of this kind of a

relationship was about 20 million years later, although we had

suspected that it must have been going on for millions of years
before that," said Harvard University Associate Professor Brian
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Farrell, who also studies ancient plant and insect connections
but was not part of Wilf's team. "This is sort of the smoking
gun that proves it was going on."

Understanding how relationships between plants and insects
got started may help researchers better understand how and
why those relationships continue today and how they influence
modern agriculture, Farrell said.

"You can’t really understand a community until you understand
the different ages involved and how it developed over time," he
said.
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